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Pope John Paul II meets with Indigenous Canadians during his 1984 papal visit to
Canada. Father Raymond de Souza asks the questions, was the Gospel news
good for the Indigenious peoples of Canada? Story page 9. (Photo courtesy Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishop)

MIRAMICHI — Ken Walker (in orange), a parishioner at St. Michael the Archangel
Parish in Miramichi, began a series of YouTube videos on, what he termed, Eco-
Spirituality. Story page 16. (Niki Breau Kavanaugh photo)

SAINT JOHN — This fall, Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese
of Saint John, resumes confirmations
and pastoral visits that were interrupted
in the Spring 2020 due to the Covid 19
pandemic. Story page 3.

VATICAN CITY — A complete rebuild
and expansion of the living quarters for
the Swiss Guard will not only improve
life for guards and their families, it will
also allow for the future possibility of
recruiting women. Story page 11. (CNS
photo/Vatican Media via Reuters)
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New FreemanThe
Understanding synodality
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Church governance is not about command
and control. It’s about who we are and who
we aspire to be as a Christian community, as
the body of Christ. Since 2013, Pope Francis
has been teaching this lesson in all that he
does and says. Lately he’s been saying
synodality just about every time he opens his
mouth.

He knows it’s a risk, but even in 2013 in
his apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium
(The Joy of the Gospel), it was a risk he was
willing to take.

“The Gospel tells us constantly to run the
risk of a face-to-face encounter with others,
with their physical presence which challenges
us, with their pain and their pleas, with their
joy which infects us in our close and con-
tinuous interaction,” he wrote.

If synodality does not trip lightly off the
tongue of modern English speakers, perhaps
we have been living too far removed from
the life of the Church. In its official hand-
book for the two-year process of the 2023
Synod on Synodality, which begins on Octo-
ber 17, the Holy See offers Catholics a cat-
echism lesson on the true nature of the
Church.

“Synodality denotes the particular style that
qualifies the life and mission of the Church,”
reads the September 7 Vademecum (Latin for
handbook or guide). “Synodality ought to be
expressed in the Church’s ordinary way of
living and working.”

It’s clear that Vatican officials are not talk-
ing about the usual synod of bishops — gath-
erings in Rome that fly under the radar and
over the heads of many Catholics. But Cana-
dian theologian Adam DeVille doesn’t think
we quite get it, especially in the modern
Church of North America.

“I get clergy and bishops saying, what is
this thing? What does it mean?” Mr. DeVille,
director of humanities and professor of the-
ology and psychology at the University of St.
Francis in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, told The Catho-
lic Register.

Synods have been held in the Church since
the middle of the second century — that is,
from about the year 150. The two-part Greek
word: óuv (meaning “with”) and óðóç (mean-
ing “path”) was a natural for a growing move-
ment of the Mediterranean world that was
known as “The Way.” This combination of
togetherness and moving forward is an “in-
tegral part of her (the Church’s) very nature,”

reads the Vatican handbook.
The General Secretariat of the Synod of

Bishops defines the purpose of the next two
years of consultation, dialogue and discern-
ment with a fundamental question: “How does
this journeying together take place today on
different levels (from the local to the univer-

sal one) allowing the Church to proclaim the
Gospel? And what steps is the Spirit inviting
us to take in order to grow as a synodal
Church?”

The answer to this two-part question won’t
be found in any mere majority, but rather “by
listening to one another, and especially to those
at the margins,” the Vatican office for synods
declared.

Canadian bishops have appointed five par-
ticipants who will attend the synod’s opening
celebrations — Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops [CCCB] president and arch-
bishop of Winnipeg, Richard Gagnon, Saint-
Jerome and Mont-Laurier bishop and CCCB
president-elect Raymond Poisson, Archdio-
cese of Vancouver chancellor Barbara
Dowding, CCCB theology and social doctrine
advisor Patrick Fletcher and Sister Chantal
Desmarais of the Sisters of Charity of Sainte-
Marie.

Now that they’ve got their basic instruc-
tions from the Vatican, Canada’s bishops are
ready for open dialogue and wide consulta-
tion, the CCCB Communications Service told
The Catholic Register.

“The upcoming synod is very important in
the life of the universal Church and during
this initial phase, all people of God — laity,
religious, clergy — will be called to engage
and dialogue on the synodal journey,” CCCB
spokesperson Lisa Gall wrote in an e-mail.

After an initial phase of consultation in
(continued on page 3)

Adam DeVille
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(continued from page 2)
dioceses, the CCCB will be grouped with the
United States Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops in the continental phase of the synod.

Canadian dioceses have varying degrees of
experience with synodal processes. As the
Archdiocese of Halifax merged with the Dio-
cese of Yarmouth, Archbishop Anthony
Mancini led Nova Scotians through a two-
year, synod-like consultation that ended in a
far-reaching reorganization of parishes. The
Archdiocese of Vancouver finished up a synod
in 2006. Between 2016 and 2018 the Arch-
diocese of Winnipeg ran a synod under the
title of Established, Anointed, and Sent in
Christ. In 1998 the Archdiocese of Montreal
courted headlines when 600 delegates voted
56.4 per cent in favour of ordaining women
to the priesthood and 73.3 per cent in favour
of ordaining women deacons.

Mr. DeVille points out that synodality may
not be a comfortable fit for many in the Church
hierarchy.

“Synodality means people in the Church
have much greater decision-making power at
all levels,” Mr. DeVille said. “That’s the start-
ing premise I would go with.”

For Mr. DeVille, a more synodal Church
would have to mean that parish councils aren’t
merely mandatory, and they are far more than
advisory. They could have a say in hiring and
firing pastors and all parish personnel. They

would set budgets.
Diocesan synods should meet annually with

the bishop, not just to hear from the bishop
but to have a meaningful say on diocesan
budgets and priorities, said Mr. DeVille. When
the bishop retires or dies, the synod would
have the power to elect his successor.

If this sounds outlandish to modern Catho-
lic ears, they should know that centralized,
Vatican control over appointing bishops dates
only from after the First Vatican Council in
1870. Through most of Church history, bish-
ops were locally elected only to be later con-
firmed by the pope.

Synods and synodality have long been the
rule of the Church. The Council of Trent
(1545–1563) mandated diocesan synods
every year and provincial or metropolitan syn-
ods every three years. That was winnowed
down to diocesan synods once every 10 years
in the 1917 Code of Canon Law. By the time
we get to the 1983 code, Canon 461 makes
synods entirely dependent on the wishes of
bishops and priests.

“The current system is a distortion —
which I regard as a monopoly, whereby all
significant decision-making power is in the
hands of ordained clerics,” Mr. DeVille said,
adding that the old, highly centralized way of
doing things cannot survive the challenges the
Church now faces.

“Well enough alone right now doesn’t ex-

Understanding synodality
ist. We’re in a situation of disaster in a lot of
places and I think it’s going to get worse,” he
said. “Well enough alone means continued de-
cline as far as I can see. Well enough alone is
a recipe for further stagnation and decline and
disappearance of the Church in a lot of
places.”

The abuse crisis, reconciliation with Indig-
enous people, widespread rejection of Church
teaching on sexual ethics, an almost complete
divorce between the Church and urban, edu-
cated women, ground lost to Evangelical and
Pentacostal movements and internal Catholic
and the polarization of Catholic culture wars
has left Catholics without a voice in the pub-
lic sphere, said Mr. DeVille.

“I don’t think bishops, especially, have re-
alized just how completely shattered any au-
thority they once had now is,” he said.

The Vatican clearly isn’t interested in mak-
ing this synod an exercise in producing a
teaching document.

“The purpose of this synod is not to pro-
duce more documents,” said the Vademecum.
“Rather, it is intended to inspire people to dream
about the Church we are called to be, to make
people’s hopes flourish, to stimulate trust, to
bind up wounds, to weave new and deeper
relationships, to learn from one another, to
build bridges, to enlighten minds, warm hearts
and restore strength to our hands for our com-
mon mission.” §

Bishop resumes confirmations, pastoral visits
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — This fall, Bishop Chris-
tian Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint
John, resumes confirmations and pastoral vis-
its that were interrupted in the Spring 2020
due to the Covid 19 pandemic.

He began with confirmations in the
Fredericton Region of the diocese at St. John
the Baptist Parish and St. Kateri Tekawitha
parishes on September 17-18, before head-
ing to the Miramichi for a week of confirma-
tions at St. Michael the Archangel Parish,
Good Shepherd Parish, Our Lady of the Riv-
ers Parish, Our Lady of Hope Parish, and
Paroisse Notre-Dâme-de-L’Esperance.

He will also be conducting pastoral visits
of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Miramichi,
and the Atlantic Institution in Renous, celebrat-
ing masses at Our Lady of Hope Parish, and
participating in plenary meetings of the Cana-
dian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB)

via Zoom.
Noting a sea of red, Bishop Riesbeck com-

mented on the significance of this liturgical
colour in the celebration of Confirmation at
St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish on September
18. “Red symbolizes the fire of the Holy Spirit,
whom you will receive in fullness with all his
gifts, which you received at Baptism,” he said.
“You need to take responsibility of Christian
discipleship and to grow in relationship with
Jesus and the Church.”

Bishop Riesbeck thanked candidates, “for
your yes, and your desire to continue along
your journey of faith,” and told them, “We’re
here to pray for you that you may be truly
open to all that the Lord wants to bestow on
you this morning.” He told those gathered that
the Church “gives us sacraments and grace,
teaches us, and guides us in the power of the
Holy Spirit who shows us how to live in all
truth, and inspires us through the saints.”

Remarking that, “the Church’s greatest gift
to us is the proclamation of the Gospel,”

Bishop Riesbeck told candidates that, “If it
wasn’t for the Church, we would not know
who Jesus is. The Church is the context in
which we encounter Jesus — in the Word,
the people, the Sacraments. Yes, Christ is rel-
evant — it’s the Lord who satisfies the deep-
est longings of our hearts.”

He offered words of wisdom to the candi-
dates preparing to receive the gifts of the Holy
Spirit. “We are like sponges. If we’re not
soaking up Christ, we’re going to be soaking
up other things, some maybe not whole-
some,” he said. “So many young people are
searching for meaning, and often look to the
wrong things.  Secular culture tells us to look
to material goods, yet because we’ve been
wired for God none of these finite goods sat-
isfies.”

Encouraging them towards mission, Bishop
Riesbeck said that “sharing the Good News
needs to be our first priority, that’s why the
Church exists to make disciples…the great-
est thing that can happen to a person is for

(continued on page 5)
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Mes frères et sœurs dans le Christ,
Le gouvernement provincial a annoncé le 15 septembre, qu’à compter du

mardi, 21 septembre à 23 h 59, les gens devront présenter une preuve de
vaccination lorsqu’ils accèdent à certains événements, services et commerces,
et à des rassemblements organisés à l’intérieur (dont les mariages et les
funérailles). À l’heure actuelle, le Diocèse de Saint John travaille en étroite
collaboration avec les autorités de la santé publique, pour mettre en œuvre des
politiques au niveau paroissial qui garantiront que tous les fidèles puissent
continuer à adorer Jésus et à recevoir les Sacrements en toute sécurité, tout
en veillant à la sécurité des autres et du bien commun.

La vaccination s’avère être le meilleur moyen de réduire la propagation du
Covid-19 et de ses variantes, qui prolifèrent et menacent de submerger notre
système hospitalier, affectant gravement le niveau de soins que les professionnels
de la santé peuvent fournir aux malades et aux personnes vulnérables de notre
province. La Commission Covid-19 du Vatican, en collaboration avec
l’Académie pontificale pour la vie a déclaré dans son document Vaccin équitable
pour tous: 20 repères pour un monde plus juste et plus sain : « nous considérons
qu’il soit important qu’une décision responsable soit prise à cet égard, car un
tel refus pourrait augmenter sérieusement les risques pour la santé publique. »

Je vous encourage dans votre bonté de vous faire vacciner contre le
Covid-19, si vous ne l’avez pas déjà fait. Vous remarquerez que les vaccins
Covid-19 ont maintenant reçu l’approbation intégrale de Santé Canada et ont
été renommés Comirnaty (Pfizer), Spikevax (Moderna) et Vaxzevria
(AstraZeneca). Comme la Congrégation pour la doctrine de la foi nous a fait
part dans sa note sur la moralité de l’utilisation de certains vaccins anti-COVID-
19 (le 21 décembre 2020), « toutes les vaccinations reconnues comme
cliniquement sûres et efficaces peuvent être utilisées, avec la conscience certaine
que le recours à de tels vaccins ne signifie pas une coopération formelle à
l’avortement duquel dérivent les cellules avec lesquelles les vaccins ont été
produits ».

Nous reconnaissons également que la décision de se faire vacciner ne
doit jamais être contrainte et que certaines personnes, pour des questions de
santé ou de conscience, peuvent choisir de ne pas recevoir le vaccin. Tout en
notant « qu’il est évident pour la raison pratique que la vaccination n’est pas,
en règle générale, une obligation morale et que, par conséquent, elle doit être
volontaire », la CDF précise que « ceux qui, en tout cas, pour des motifs de
conscience, refusent les vaccins produits avec des lignées cellulaires provenant
de fœtus avortés, doivent s’efforcer d’éviter, avec d’autres moyens
prophylactiques et des comportements appropriés, de devenir des vecteurs
de transmission de l’agent infectieux. » Dans de tels cas, le refus de recevoir
le vaccin est également une décision d’utiliser d’autres moyens pour protéger
sa vie et celle des autres contre le Covid-19. Une personne revendiquant une
exemption religieuse ou éthique doit être prête à proprement assumer d’autres
moyens scientifiquement recommandés pour éviter l’infection et la contagion
: couvre-visage, distanciation sociale, désinfection des mains, tests périodiques
et quarantaine.

La vaccination reste le moyen le plus sûr de limiter la propagation du Covid-
19. Je vous prie encore une fois d’envisager la vaccination dans la prière et de
discerner la décision qui vous protégera le mieux, ainsi que vos proches et le
bien commun. Alors que nous travaillons pour assurer la sécurité des fidèles,
restons toujours conscients de notre mission de répandre la joie de l’Évangile
dans tout notre diocèse, et affrontons ces nouveaux défis avec le regard
fermement fixé sur Jésus, qui nous accompagne toujours et ne nous abandonne
jamais.

Dans sa miséricorde, je demeure fidèlement vôtre dans le Christ,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Évêque de Saint John

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
On September 15, the provincial government announced that be-

ginning Tuesday, September 21, at 11:59 pm, individuals will be
required to show proof of vaccination when accessing certain events,
services and businesses, and indoor organized gatherings (including
weddings and funerals). At this time the Diocese of Saint John is
working closely with public health to implement policies at the par-
ish level that will ensure that all faithful can continue to worship
Jesus and receive the Sacraments in full safety and care for one
another and the common good.

Vaccination is proving to be the best way to reduce the spread of
Covid-19 and its variants, which are on the rise and threaten to
overwhelm the hospital system, seriously impacting the level of care
medical professionals can provide to the ill and the vulnerable in our
province. The Vatican Covid-19 Commission in collaboration with
the Pontifical Academy for life stated in its document Vaccine for
all, 20 Points for a Fairer and Healthier World, “we consider it
important that a responsible decision be taken in this regard, since
refusal of the vaccine may also constitute a risk to others.”

I encourage you in charity to be vaccinated against Covid-19 if
you have not already done so. You will note that Covid-19 vaccines
have now received full approval from Health Canada and have been
renamed as Comirnaty (Pfizer), Spikevax (Moderna) and Vaxzevria
(AstraZeneca). As the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
shared in its note on the morality of using some anti-COVID-19
vaccines (December 21, 2020), “all vaccinations recognized as clini-
cally safe and effective can be used in good conscience with the
certain knowledge that the use of such vaccines does not constitute
a formal cooperation with the abortion from which the cells used in
production of the vaccines derived.”

We also recognize that the decision to vaccinate must never be
coerced, and that some individuals, for matters of health or con-
science, may choose not to receive the vaccine. While noting that
“practical reason makes evident that vaccination is not, as a rule, a
moral obligation and that therefore, it must be voluntary,” the CDF
states that, “those who, however, for reasons of conscience, refuse
vaccines produced with cell lines from aborted fetuses, must do
their utmost to avoid, by other prophylactic means and appropriate,
behaviour, becoming vehicles for the transmission of the infectious
agent.” In such cases refusal to receive the vaccine is also a deci-
sion to use other means to protect his or her life and the lives of
others against Covid-19.  A person claiming religious or ethical ex-
emption should be prepared to properly assume other scientifically
recommended means of avoiding infection and contagion: face-cov-
erings, social distancing, hand sanitizing, periodic testing, and quar-
antine.

Vaccination remains the surest way to limit the spread of Covid-
19. I once again urge each person to prayerfully consider vaccina-
tion, and to discern a decision that will best protect themselves, their
loved ones, and the common good. As we work to ensure the safety
of the faithful, let us remain ever conscious of our mission to spread
the joy of the Gospel throughout our diocese and face these new
challenges with our gaze fixed firmly on Jesus, who walks with us
and never abandons us.

In his mercy I remain, faithfully yours in Christ,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John

De l'évêque From the bishop
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(continued from page 3)
them to encounter Jesus, so the greatest gift we
can give to a person is to introduce them to Je-
sus, so that we can share the joy of the Gospel.”

Bishop Riesbeck told candidates that at bap-
tism, “We receive the Spirit into our souls,
and we’re given a mission — to be holy, to
be set apart, to be followers of Jesus and to
spread the joy of the Gospel. Through con-
firmation we become more perfectly united
to Christ and his church.”

Concluding his homily, the bishop had a fi-

Confirmations, pastoral visits
nal, passionate exhortation for candidates. “I
invite you now to open your hearts and to
really let God show you the depth of his love.
I invite you to respond generously to the
Lord’s commission to be active and joyful
participants in his mission of salvation, shar-
ing the joy of the Gospel with all those you
encounter on your journey.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Reconciliation with Indigenous Canadians
takes on added importance on September 30
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — A day set aside to remember
how Canada’s Indigenous communities suf-
fered under this country’s residential school
system will take on added meaning this year
when the National Day for Truth and Recon-
ciliation on September 30 becomes a federal
statutory holiday for the first time.

Many Catholic organizations and Catholic
school boards across the country have been
marking the day — also known as “Orange
Shirt Day” — as an act of atonement and
reconciliation with Indigenous Canadians for

the Catholic Church’s role in the country’s
residential school system since September 30
was first observed as a day of remembrance
in 2013. This year is the first time September
30 is now an officially recognized federal
holiday.

According to orangeshirstday.org, Orange
Shirt Day evolved out of a project in B.C.
“designed to commemorate the residential
school experience, to witness and honour the
healing journey of the survivors and their
families, and to commit to the ongoing proc-
ess of reconciliation.”

According to a history on the Orange Shirt
Day website, former B.C. residential school

student Phyllis Webstad told how on her first
day at residential school a new orange shirt
bought by her grandmother was taken from
her when she was six-years old and that is
how September 30 has become known as
Orange Shirt Day ever since.

“It is an opportunity to create meaningful
discussion about the effects of residential
schools and the legacy they have left behind,”
a statement on the website said, adding that it
is hoped that is “a discussion all Canadians
can tune into and create bridges with each
other for reconciliation.”

According to the federal minister of herit-
age at the time that September 30 was made
a federal holiday this past June, September
30 is meant to educate Canadians about what
the impact residential schools have had on
Indigenous Canadians and their culture in
Canada.

While the federal government has now des-
ignated September 30 as a federal holiday,
which was one of the calls to action that came
out of the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion that made its final report in 2018, not all
provinces have followed suit. Alberta, New
Brunswick, Ontario, Quebec and Saskatch-
ewan, have not made National Day for Truth
and Reconciliation an official holiday this year.§

New directives affect attendance at mass, church events
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — In response to the rap-
idly rising number of Covid-19 cases in the
province, the Government of New Bruns-
wick, new measures have been introduced
this week that will impact the way the faithful
gather.

In a letter to the faithful September 17 [page
4, this issue of The New Freeman], Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of
Saint John, wrote that the diocese, “is work-
ing closely with public health to implement
policies at the parish level that will ensure that
all faithful can continue to worship Jesus and
receive the Sacraments in full safety and care
for one another and the common good.”

He also encouraged the faithful, “to
prayerfully consider vaccination, and to dis-
cern a decision that will best protect themselves,
their loved ones, and the common good”.

Currently the province is asking faith com-
munities to ensure a vaccination rate of 90%
of regular attendance.  The Minister of Health

has asked faith leaders to survey their con-
gregations to determine the level of vaccina-
tion.

What does this mean for the Diocese of Saint
John?

• Proof of vaccination is not being requested
for mass; however, faithful will be asked to fill
out a survey indicating their vaccination status,
to determine whether the community is at 90%
vaccination. The results of this survey will be
compiled and forwarded to the diocese, with a
record maintained at the parish.

• Proof of vaccination is being requested
for all other indoor gatherings at churches
(including weddings, funerals, parties, con-
ferences, and workshops and faith formation
classes as mandated by the Public Health Act.
(see https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/
corporate/promo/covid-19/nb-vaccine/Proof-
of-Vaccination.html).

• Faithful are required to wear masks for
the celebration of mass, except when receiv-
ing Holy Communion. Masks are mandatory
in all indoor public spaces, including places
of worship, common areas such as lobbies,

elevators and hallways, and public shared
spaces.

In Bishop Riesbeck’s pastoral letter to the
faithful on September 14,  Towards a renewed
encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist, pastoral
letter 2021-22 [September 17, 2021 issue of The
New Freeman], Bishop Riesbeck acknowledged
that “over the past year, many things have chal-
lenged us on a human and spiritual level, and at
times have tested our unity as Catholics. Yet in
all of this we cling to Jesus as the surest way
through every difficulty.”

As the world continues to navigate this new
reality, it remains certain of the “privileged
task to share Jesus with a world in such des-
perate need of the hope he promises,” with
the sure knowledge that, “for all its challenges,
the pandemic has provided an opportunity for
the Church to return to its missionary roots
— we must never forget that our most im-
portant mission is the care of souls!”  the
bishop wrote.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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Religious formation: what do we teach?
September and every year at this time, the relaxed summer routine

is set aside and life grows busier. The rhythm of parish and commu-
nity life picks up. This year is particularly striking. Our world is now
more than two years into the Covid-19 pandemic. Our parishes and
communities have experienced a time of limited contact and much
reduced activity. More recently, thanks to vaccinations as well as the
use of masks, tests and contact tracing we are beginning to see a light
at the end of this long tunnel.

We now see some resumption of fuller parish activity. This shows
up first in Eucharists that welcome more people back. But perhaps,
most notable is the resumption of a fuller array of faith formation
programs. A lively parish or faith community is more than the Sunday
Eucharist. Especially significant is the level of ongoing faith forma-
tion for all members of every age.

 Nurturing of faith is a concern not just for children or youth. It is
in fact part of being a Christian, a disciple of Jesus no matter what
our age or circumstances. As has often been said and as our Catholic
Church asserts — religious formation is a life-long project for every
Christian.

This formation is not the task or the call of a few. It is not limited to
priests and pastoral workers. Nor is it only the task of catechists,
facilitators or mentors. Sharing our faith is the call of the whole com-
munity. We are in this together and together we take responsibility to
assist each other as disciples. It takes a community of faith to nurture
and grow disciples for a lifetime.

All this formation for a lifetime — what is it we share? The heart of
Christian faith is Jesus Christ. He is the core and centre of our faith.
Many things are part of our faith and helpful for living it. Among them
are our scriptures, a history of doctrines, a body of moral teachings,
the sacraments, even the Church itself. These are important, but they
are not the core. The heart of our faith is Jesus Christ.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 426 is very clear about this
when it tells us: “At the heart of... [religious formation] we find a
person, the person of Jesus of Nazareth, the only son from the fa-
ther.” In that one statement from our Church’s catechism we find an

expression of all that lies at the core
of our faith. What does this mean for
us, seeking to grow a dynamic, life-
giving faith?

We believe in Jesus of Nazareth, the historical Jesus that we hear of
in the Gospels. We are disciples of this Jesus who was born of Mary
and whose message and mission took him throughout Galilee. It was
this Jesus who taught his disciples and continues to teach us as his
followers today.

His message announced the reign of God and taught that love was
more than an emotion. It is what moves his mission and ours — to
love all, every single person, no matter who they are. The love that he
lived and taught is love in action. It is reaching out to those most
vulnerable and in need. It is a reflection of God’s love that is uncondi-
tional. It reaches those who cannot reach us, the marginalized, the
outcasts, those who have been left out or even excluded. It is a wel-
coming love for all. This is the Jesus who shows us the way and that
we see so often in the Gospels (e.g. Mk 9:30-37).

We also believe in Jesus, the Christ of faith, son of God and second
person of the Trinity. In him we have the promise of fullness of life,
eternal life. We are disciples of Jesus Christ and we live in the hope of
God’s promise to us all. By living faith we share this promise with all
humanity.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Only fully vaccinated may attend mass in Moncton archdiocese
MONCTON — On Friday, September 17, Archbishop Valery

Vienneau of Moncton announced that “beginning Wednesday Sep-
tember 22nd,  at any gathering inside our churches, rectories or com-
munity centres under our supervision, those present must be doubly
vaccinated.”

The new policy applies to all religious celebrations, Sunday and
weekday masses, baptisms, wedding and funerals, parish and pasto-
ral meetings, catechesis, and social meetings.

The archdiocese’s announcement came in the wake of new provin-
cial government rules that took effect Tuesday, September 25 at 11:59
pm,  requiring proof of vaccination to access certain events, services,
and businesses. Provincial officials say they are concerned about a
recent uptick in cases and hospitalizations.

The New Brunswick rules apply to those 12 and older seeking to
attend “indoor organized gatherings,” including weddings, funerals,
conferences, workshops and parties, excepting parties at a private
dwelling.

Dorothy Shephard, the provincial minister of health, met with reli-
gious leaders after the September 15 announcement of the new rules,
Archbishop Vienneau said.

“While explaining new guidelines, she indicated that they had only

one goal: to increase the rate of
people fully vaccinated in the
province,” the archbishop said
in a statement.

“We ask you to implement
these new measures in each of
your Christian communities not
only to respect the govern-
ment’s request but above all to
help stop the spread of the vi-
rus among our population. We
would not want one of our
places of worship to be the lo-
cation of a COVID exposure
due to our negligence,” Arch-
bishop Vienneau said. “The
Minister of Health is
counting on our cooperation.”

The archbishop said volunteers are expected to be at the church
doors to ask attendees for full proof of vaccination and to collect their

(continued on page 7)

Archbishop Valery Vienneau
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

When we doubt the power of prayer
We need to pray even when that seems the most lifeless thing

to do. That’s a counsel from Michael J. Buckley with which
we need to challenge ourselves daily. In the face of real life,
prayer can often seem like the most lifeless thing to do. What
difference does prayer make?

I will pray for you! Please keep me in prayer! Know that you
have my prayers! We use those expressions all the time. I suspect
not a day goes by that most of us do not promise to pray for
someone. However, do we really believe our prayers make a dif-
ference? Do we really believe that our prayers can stop a pan-
demic, ease tensions within our communities, erase centuries-long
misunderstandings among various religious denominations, cure
someone dying of a terminal disease, bring our children back to
church, or help someone forgive us? What can prayer do in the
face of our own helplessness in a situation?

Jesus said there are certain demons that can only be cast out
by prayer and fasting. I suspect that we find that easier to
believe literally, in terms of an evil spirit being cast out of a
person, than we believe that our prayer can cast out the more
earthily demons of hatred, injustice, misunderstanding, divi-
sion, war, racism, nationalism, bigotry, and bodily and mental
illness. These are the real demons that beset our lives and even
though we ask for God’s help in prayer, we don’t often do it
with a lot of confidence that our prayers will make a differ-
ence. How can they?

The long history of Judaism and Christianity has taught us that
God is not in the easy habit of positively interfering in nature and
human life, at least not in ways that we can see. Miracles do
happen, perhaps by the millions in ways that we cannot perceive.
But, if we cannot see miracles, how are they real?

Reality has different modalities. There is the empirical and
there is the mystical. Both are real, though both are not equally
observable as an action of God in history. If a dead body rises
from its grave (the Resurrection) or if a race of people walks dry
shod through the Red Sea (the Exodus) that is clearly an interven-
tion of God in our world, but if some world leader has a change of
heart and is suddenly more sympathetic to the poor, how do we

know what prompted that? Likewise, for
everything else for which we pray. What
inspired the insight that led to the dis-
covery of a vaccine for the pandemic? Pure chance? A touch from
above? You can ask that same question vis-à-vis most anything
else we pray about, from the world situation to our personal health.
What is the source of an inspiration, a restoration to health, a
melting of a bitterness, a change of heart, a correct decision, or
a chance meeting with someone that becomes a grace for the
rest of your life? Pure chance, simple luck, or a conspiracy of
accidents? Or does God’s grace and guidance positively touch
you because of prayer, someone else’s or your own?

Central to our faith as Christians, is the belief that we are all
part of one mystical body, the Body of Christ. This is not a meta-
phor. This body is a living organism, just as real as a physical
body. Inside of a physical body, as we know, all parts influence
each other, for good and for bad. Healthy enzymes help the whole
body to retain its health and unhealthy viruses work at sickening
the whole body. If this is true, and it is, then there is no such thing
as a truly private action. Everything we do, even in our thoughts,
influences others and thus our thoughts and actions are either
health-giving enzymes or harmful viruses affecting others. Our
prayers are health-giving enzymes affecting the whole body, par-
ticularly the persons and events to which we direct them. This is
a doctrine of faith, not wishful thinking.

Earlier in her life, Dorothy Day was cynical about Therese of
Lisieux (The Little Flower) believing that her isolation in a tiny
convent and her mystical “little way” (which professed that
our smallest actions affect the events of the whole world) was
pious naiveté. Later, as Dorothy gave herself over to symbolic
actions for justice and peace that in effect seemed to change
very little in real life, she adopted Therese as her patron saint.
What Dorothy had come to realize through her experience was
that her small and seemingly pragmatically useless actions for
justice and peace, were not useless at all. Small though they
were, they helped open up some space, tiny at first, which
slowly grew into something larger and more influential. By slip-
ping some tiny enzymes into the body of the world, Dorothy
Day eventually helped create a little more health in the world.

Prayer is a sneaky, hidden antibiotic - needed precisely when
it seems most useless.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-
winning author. He can be contacted through his website
 www.ronrolheiser.com Facebook www.facebook.com/
ronrolheiser §

(continued from page 6)
names. This list can be used again each Sunday to avoid repeated
requests for proof of vaccination from repeat visitors.

“This list may eventually be requested by the government,” the
archbishop noted.

The rules apply to everyone
present, excepting those under
age 12 who cannot be vaccinated.

The only possible other excep-
tion to this mandate is for some-
one with a proof of medical ex-
emption, which is rare. Parish
employees who do not seek vac-
cination must wear a mask at all
times and take a COVID test pe-
riodically. Any parish office visi-
tor may be asked to wear a mask
if not vaccinated.§

Only fully vaccinated

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Bayview Funeral Home

1461 Manawagonish Road, West Saint John, NB
506-634-74245      www.brenansfh.com
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Film captures story of Enduring Faith
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

To understand what it means to be Catholic in North America, one
must also understand the story of the Indigenous peoples of the land.
That is the message behind the new documentary Enduring Faith:
The Story of Native American Catholics, produced by the Knights of
Columbus.

At just over an hour in length, the film explores the legacy of faith

and impact of Indigenous Americans on Catholicism through the sto-
ries of Indigenous Catholics themselves and the impact of Our Lady
of Guadalupe and St. Kateri Tekakwitha.

The film aims to inspire a deeper appreciation for the spiritual and
cultural gifts of Indigenous peoples, raise awareness of the pains in-
flicted on them through unjust government policy and reflect a sense
of hope through the ways in which Indigenous Catholics today con-
tinue to live out their faith and culture.

Directed by Emmy Award-winning director David Naglieri, the film
was born out of a broader initiative spearheaded by the now retired
supreme knight, Carl Anderson, at the Knights’ convention in 2019 in
Minneapolis. The goal was to build bridges with Indigenous groups
across the United States and increase a sense of brotherhood. The
initiative aims to increase awareness about the contributions Indig-
enous have made to the Catholic Church and provide deeper under-
standing for Catholics across North America of their rich heritage in
the faith.

“Oftentimes when we think about the Catholic experience, at least
in America, we automatically think of the Irish potato famine immi-
grants, large groups of Italians and Poles and other ethnicities that
came late 19th century, early part of the 20th century, which dramati-
cally changed the landscape of our country and give us a real Catholic
identity,” said Mr. Naglieri, who is best known for directing the 2018
film Liberating a Continent: John Paul II and the Fall of Communism,

which earned five Emmy nominations. “We easily can forget or be
ignorant of the fact that Native American Catholics are practising
their faith and oftentimes even dying for their faith, going back into
the 1600s, so we wanted to bring a deeper awareness of that.”

The Knights’ project encompassed a number of initiatives, includ-
ing building a shrine in New Mexico to St. Kateri Tekakwitha, the
Algonquin-Mohawk laywoman who was canonized in 2012. It also
brought Knights of Columbus charitable initiatives on to the reserva-
tions to better the lives of Indigenous, which included a Coats for

Kids and wheelchair distribution project in the fall of 2019.
Mr. Anderson’s deep devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe was part

of the catalyst that helped to inspire the making of this film. He co-
authored the New York Times bestselling book Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Mother of the Civilization of Love in 2002. History says that a series
of apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to a later canon-
ized farmer named Juan Diego in 1531 in Mexico. In the years that
followed millions of Indigenous people embraced the Catholic faith.

“The message of Our Lady of Guadalupe is very much that you
can embrace the Catholic faith without losing your Indigenous iden-
tity,” said Mr. Naglieri. “That key idea had a very big impact on Carl
Anderson as the executive producer of the film and it’s still the guid-
ing vision very much for what the Knights of Columbus are trying to
do with the new evangelization and spreading devotion to Our Lady
of Guadalupe.”

The many Indigenous members of the Knights also inspired the
making of the film, including prominent members such as Patrick T.
Mason, supreme secretary, and Graydon Nicholas, former lieutenant
governor of New Brunswick who has sat on the Knights board of
directors. They are just two of the 18 Indigenous and First Nation
contributors of various backgrounds who lend their voices to the
documentary.

Enduring Faith’s focus is primarily on the United States, but Mr.
(continued on page 9)

Screen shot from the Knights of Colmbus movie, Enduring Faith: The Story of Native North American Catholics.
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‘Church’s job remains sharing the good news’
By  Father RAYMOND J. DE SOUZA

In our examination of the issues related to residential schools, we
looked last issue at the problems of state power in evangelization. But
what about evangelization itself?

Was the proclamation of Jesus Christ good for the Indigenous peo-
ples of Canada? Was the Gospel good news for them? Were they —
like all other peoples in history — marked by sin and its consequences,
and therefore in need of salvation? Or were they, alone among the
nations, exempt from original sin — a veritable race of the immacu-
lately conceived?

The majority of Indigenous Canadians are Christian. They would
not consider themselves exempt from the command of the Lord Je-
sus to baptize all nations. Indigenous Christians know they need Je-
sus Christ because they are sinners — like Europeans, Jews and
Greeks, not to mention Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from
Rome; Cretans and Arabs (cf. Acts 2).

Yet the view that Indigenous Canadians were a perpetually pure
people living in a peaceable paradise has remarkable purchase in Cana-
da’s elite opinion and is moving toward a mainstream consensus. Sin
arrived in the Americas with the Europeans.

There is a cultural judgment behind that view, namely that In-
digenous culture — in all its varieties — was superior to the Chris-
tian culture developed in the 15 centuries before the first Europe-
ans made their way across the Atlantic. Therefore, the expansion
of Christian European culture to the Americas was an offence
against the Indigenous peoples and could only be sustained by
force, and brutalizing force at that. It had to be, because no truly
free Indigenous soul would choose the “inferior” Christian ac-
count of creation, fall, redemption, salvation and sanctification,
over the “superior” Indigenous account of deities within nature
itself.

While Christians today frequently lament the abuse and injus-
tices that took place, especially by missionaries, the idea that In-
digenous peoples would be better off without faith in Jesus Christ
is not a view that any Christian can hold. Anyone who holds that view
does not believe that Jesus Christ is God. Or believes that God came
in the flesh for all peoples except the Indigenous peoples of the Ameri-
cas.

“We recall how the worthy traditions of the Indian tribes were
strengthened and enriched by the Gospel message,” said St. John
Paul II when he met Indigenous Canadians at Martyrs’ Shrine in Mid-
land in 1984. “These new Christians knew by instinct that the Gos-
pel, far from destroying their authentic values and customs, had the
power to purify and uplift the cultural heritage which they had re-
ceived. During her long history, the Church herself has been con-
stantly enriched by the new traditions which are added to her life and
legacy.”

That Indigenous culture “enriches” the life of the Church is not
controversial. What is contested is that the same culture needs to be
“purified” of its malign elements, and that it can be “uplifted” by the
patrimony of Christian culture.

A public event — like the swearing-in of a new government — that
includes certain older Indigenous religious practices (smudging, for
example) but excludes the Christian practices of the majority of Cana-
da’s Indigenous people (the Lord’s Prayer, for example), expresses

the view that the older
culture is superior. On
such an occasion, the
government appears
to be making a reli-
gious claim that is at
odds with
foundational Christian
beliefs.

“Missionary evan-
gelization is the pri-
mary service which
the Church can
render to every indi-
vidual and to all hu-
manity in the modern
world,” wrote John Paul II in his 1990 encyclical on evangelization,
Redemptoris Missio (The Mission of the Redeemer).

The primary service the Church offers the Indigenous peoples of
Canada remains the proclamation of the Gospel, no matter how many
other worthy projects are pursued. Should the Church neglect this
primary service in favour of other priorities, it is a judgment that
Indigenous Canadians do not deserve the best of the what the Church
has to offer, namely the fullness of revelation in Jesus Christ.

“Peoples everywhere, open the doors to Christ!” continues John
Paul in Redemptoris Missio. “His Gospel in no way detracts from
man’s freedom, from the respect that is owed to every culture and to
whatever is good in each religion. By accepting Christ, you open
yourselves to the definitive Word of God, to the One in whom God
has made himself fully known and has shown us the path to himself.”

The challenge for Canada’s Catholic leadership — both clerical and
lay — in working toward deeper reconciliation is to remember just
that, that Jesus Christ, the Gospel, the sacraments and the Church
are good news for Indigenous Canadians too.

(Fr. de Souza is the founding editor of Convivium and a pastor in
the Archdiocese of Kingston.).§

Father Raymond de Souza
 (The Catholic Register photo)

(continued from page 8)
Naglieri delves into the impact John Paul II’s 1984 and 1987 visit to
Canada had on him and on First Nations’ people throughout Canada.
During those visits the former pope spoke to Indigenous peoples about
their inherent value and the dignity of Indigenous peoples and also
famously participated in a smudge ceremony.

“That was one of the great elements of John Paul II’s papacy, the
teachings of the dignity of the human purpose,” said Mr. Naglieri. “I
think it’s great for Canadians watching this film to think back and
remember the impact John Paul II had because I think it was a signifi-
cant one all over the world and in Canada as well.”

Mr. Naglieri worked very closely with Father Henry Sands, execu-
tive director of the Black and Indian Mission Office with the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops. An Anishinaabe Ojibwe, Ot-
tawa, Potawatomi from California, he served as the principal advisor
of the film and is one of the most prominent interviews.

Enduring Faith, along with resources for discussion and reflec-
tion, are available on the Knights of Columbus website, www.kofc.org/
en/news-room/enduring-faith.§

Film captures story
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‘Getting old is not a disease, it's a privilege’
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Getting to be a ripe old
age is a privilege, Pope Francis told older
priests.

If facing an illness, that too, becomes a
privilege in that one resembles Jesus, "who
suffers, and one carries the cross, just like
him," he said in a written letter.

"Pray for me as I am a little old and a little
sick, but not a lot!" he added.

The letter was read aloud to priests from
the northern Italian region of Lombardy tak-
ing part in a Day of Fraternity September 16
with their bishops in the town of Caravaggio.

A mass was also celebrated the same day
in the Sanctuary of Santa Maria della Fonte,

and prayers were said for all the priests from
the region who died of COVID-19. Accord-
ing to Vatican News, out of the nearly 300
priests who died in Italy, nearly a third were
from Lombardy.

In his message, the pope greeted all older
priests and said, "You are living a season — old
age — that is not a disease, but a privilege."

Addressing those priests who are ill, the
pope recognized the communities who are
"rooted in Christ" with their care for them.

"However, you are not just objects of as-
sistance, but active protagonists in the com-
munity — you are bearers of dreams, dreams
full of memories, and for this reason (you
are) so important for the younger generations
because your dreams are their roots," he
wrote.§

Leadership is distorted by thirst for power, betraying charism, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis praised
Catholic lay movements and associations for
living out the Gospel in their everyday lives
and for promoting education, social support
and evangelization in the world's peripheries.

They show how "we don't have to wait
for a priest to come, for the priest to evangelize
or a missionary," he said, applauding the way
many movements have reawakened the under-
standing that all the baptized have the duty to
evangelize and be a missionary church.

However, just like the world's religious or-
ders and congregations, the pope said, lay move-
ments and associations of the faithful are just as
susceptible to abuses and problems, all of which
stem from an abuse of power.

All associations, not just some or just the
large ones, must learn what good govern-
ance entails, he added.

The pope spoke September 16 in the Vati-
can's synod hall to people taking part — online
and onsite in Rome — in a meeting organized
by the Dicastery for Laity, the Family and
Life, focusing on the issue of responsible gov-
ernance in lay movements and associations.
Participants included "moderators" of asso-
ciations of lay faithful, movements and new
communities.

The pope told them: "To govern is to serve.
The exercise of governance within associa-
tions and movements is a topic that is par-
ticularly close to my heart, especially consid-
ering -- what I said before — the cases of
different kinds of abuse which have occurred
in these situations, too, and that they always

find their roots in the abuse of power."
"This is the cause — the abuse of power,"

the pope said.
The issue of abuse of power and good gov-

ernance is so close to his heart that the pope's
already lengthy original talk of four pages
became five pages as his off-the-cuff remarks
expanded on particular points, offered expla-
nations and provided colourful examples.

For example, to hammer home the toxic
nature of entrenched leadership that refuses
to prepare future leaders to take the reins, the
pope recalled one religious institute whose
members surreptitiously referred to their
leader as "Odiobilia," that is, "hateable," in-
stead of her actual name, "Amabile," which
meant "lovable," because, he said, "they real-
ized that woman was 'Hitler' in a habit."

There are two obstacles to the call to use
leadership as a way to serve others: the desire
for power and unfaithfulness to one's vocation
as a Christian, that is, leading a double life that is
no longer dedicated to God, but to other things,
which always include money, he said.

There can also be unfaithfulness to the
charism — which is a gift of the Holy Spirit
— when people present themselves as the
"only interpreters of the charism" or "the only
heirs" so they do everything to stay in power
"for life" or decide for themselves who their
successors are, he said.

The Vatican has often had to intervene over
the years, he said, not just dealing with seri-
ous scandals, but also in cases of "sickness,"
when the founding charism has "weakened"
and fails to attract new members.

The pope reminded his audience of a re-
cent set of norms for international Catholic

lay movements and associations. They were
released by the dicastery in June and went
into effect starting in September. The new
norms impose term limits on central leader-
ship and mandate that all members have a voice
in choosing their leaders as part of an effort
to protect people from possible abuse by the
groups' leaders.

Those norms, which the pope approved,
are meant "for everyone, no exception. There
are not those who are better or less great,
perfect or not. Every church entity is called
to conversion, to understand and put into ac-
tion the spirit that animates the regulations
given in the decree," he said.

The pope said the new decree came be-
cause of a consistent pattern of recurring situ-
ations over the past several decades, show-
ing there was a need to make some changes.

As a way to illustrate what this tendency
was, the pope pointed to the fact that the Vati-
can Congregation for Institutes of Conse-
crated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life have
begun to study all the religious congregations
and associations that have been founded af-
ter the Second Vatican Council.

"It's curious, very curious," he said, how
they have discovered that a very large number
of these institutes "have ended up in very dif-
ficult situations — they have come under an
apostolic visitation, they've ended in depraved
sins," have been placed under outside leader-
ship and so on.

The study is showing that it has not just been
happening with the larger groups, but also small
institutes, he said, and that the scandals are not
just the more well-known ones but include things
groups "have done in order to feel like a separate
church, they seem like saviours!"

He said he knows of three religious insti-
tutes in his native country of Argentina that
have already been suppressed after ending up
in some "dirty" or dishonest situations.

"Weren't they the salvation? They seemed
like it. But there is always that common thread
of disciplinary rigidity. This is important" and
this is what has emerged from looking at the
past several decades, which has made clear
the need for the kind of changes in the new
decrees for lay groups, he said.

The pope ended his address by thanking
them for listening and urging them to be open
and honest at their meeting.

"Ask things you want to ask, clarify the
situation. This is the meeting for doing this,"
he said. "And don't forget to pray for me,
because I need it. It's not easy being the pope,
but God helps, he always helps."§
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New Swiss Guard barracks will allow room for families, maybe female guards
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — A complete rebuild and expansion of the living
quarters for the Swiss Guard will not only improve life for guards
and their families, it will also allow for the future possibility of recruit-
ing women.

Currently, applications to serve in the 515-year-old corps are open
only to Swiss male citizens who served in the Swiss Army and are
Catholic, under 30 years of age and athletic, stand at least 5 feet 8
inches tall and boast an "unblemished reputation."

But, at least since the new millennium, the overriding obstacle that
stood in the way of opening the door to women had been housing,
not gender. There is one barracks with most men living in cramped
and shared spaces.

"Sixty percent of our corps is under the age of 25; women in the
same barracks (as the men) would create big problems," Colonel
Elmar Mäder, then-commander of the Swiss Guard, said in 2004,
explaining why he would never allow women in the guard at the time.

The succeeding commander, Colonel Daniel Anrig, told reporters
in 2008 that he would love to allow female recruits, but such a move
could be considered only "when the circumstances change," specifi-
cally, the housing situation.

Those circumstances are now set to change in the coming years
after a massive rebuilding project breaks ground with a projected
completion by 2026 — the 520th anniversary of the founding of the
Swiss Guard. It is scheduled to be inaugurated May 6, 2027 — the
500th anniversary of the Sack of Rome, when 147 Swiss Guards
lost their lives defending Pope Clement VII.

Jean-Pierre Roth, director of the "Foundation for the Renovation of
the Barracks of the Papal Swiss Guard in the Vatican," told Catholic
News Service [CNS] by email September 13 that the new project
plans for 123 single rooms distributed over four different floors. To-
day there are only 12 single rooms, he said.

The new layout and design will make things "flexible enough to
allow for a separate women's section adapted to the number of guards-
women," he said, adding that it is up to the Vatican to decide and
approve of having female guards. Women have been allowed to serve
voluntarily in all military functions in the Swiss army since 2001,
while service is mandatory for able-bodied men.

The new project for a modern-day barracks "makes it possible for
the Vatican to integrate women in the guard if it decides to do so," Mr.
Roth told CNS.

"We have foreseen individual rooms for all guardsmen. But the
creation of a women's section in the Pontifical Guard will be a deci-CARLETON
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sion of the Vatican, not of our foundation. So far, nothing has been
decided in this respect and, to my knowledge, nothing is in the pipe-
line," he added.

The current building is 150 years old and has multiple problems
that call for constant and considerable repair. After Pope Francis de-
cided in 2018 to increase the number of guard members from 110 to
135, that put even more pressure on the need for more and roomier
housing.

The new barracks, designed by a Switzerland-based architectural
firm, will have more modern living quarters with spacious meeting
areas. It will meet current building and safety codes and environmen-
tal efficiency standards.

The total cost of the project is estimated to be $60 million, including
the costs for housing the guard elsewhere while the old barracks are
demolished and the new one built. The foundation was created to
fundraise those costs from outside donors.

Lieutenant Urs Breitenmoser of the Swiss Guard told CNS by email
September 13 that the primary purpose of building a whole new bar-
racks was to provide "safe and modern new buildings with enough
space and privacy for the 135 Swiss Guards — single rooms with
bathroom — as well as additional apartments for the families who live
outside the Vatican walls, as there are no more vacant apartments
available in the current barracks."

The Vatican had relaxed rules regarding marriage for guards, which
had been reserved only for the leadership level, from corporal on
upward. While candidates may not be married when they join the
guard, they are now allowed to marry earlier and start a family.

The new facilities would allow families to live onsite and maintain a
close-knit community, according to the foundation's website.

The Vatican approved the latest preliminary plans for the new build-
ing in 2020, and approval also will be needed from the city of Rome
and UNESCO, since the Vatican is considered a World Heritage Site.

The Swiss Guard's main duties are providing security services,
protecting the pope and his residence and offering honour guard duty
at the main entrances to Vatican City State, at public audiences, Masses
and diplomatic receptions.

Pope Francis said, "The life I lead would be inconceivable without
the Swiss guardsmen. They are always at my side — day and night."

"It is all the more important that they can rely on modern and se-
cure accommodations at the Vatican, which becomes a second home
for their wives and children, too," he said on the foundation's website.§

VATICAN CITY — Swiss Guard (CNS photo/Remo Casilli, Reuters)
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Reid’s Funeral Home, Hampton, 832-5541
Fundy Funeral Home, Saint John, 646-2424

Classic uses only the very best granites available and
unconditionally guarantees every monument sold.

RELIABLE, EFFICIENT,
COURTEOUS
MECHANICS

OPEN
MON - SAT

137 CITY RD.
PH: 635-8710
OR 642-7995

LEGERE’S
GARAGE LTD.

By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — On the weekend of September 18-19,  Bishop
Christian Reisbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John visited Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish on the Miramichi River. The parish, consisting of
Most Pure Heart of Mary Church in Barnaby River, St. Edward’s
Church in Chelmsford, and St. Patrick’s Church in Nelson-Miramichi,
was formed out of the realignment of the diocese in 2017. All three
churches have a long shared history.  

In the decades before a church existed above the river from St.
Patrick’s, missionary priests, such as Father Michael Egan, and his
nephew, Father Nicholas Power, visited the communities there. Many
of the faithful in Barnaby River, and the Semiwagan Ridge, travelled
to St. Patrick’s in Nelson to attend mass.

Beginning in 1833, Fr. Egan would also travel to the home of David
Sullivan, on the Semiwagan Ridge, to celebrate mass and minister to
the spiritual needs of the people.

The first church in Barnbaby was built in 1882, under the supervi-
sion of Monsignor Marcel-François Richard, though the purchase of
the land was only finalized two years later, in September 1884. 

St. Edward’s was opened on June 1, 1897 by Bishop James Rogers
as a mission church of St. Bridget’s in Renous, its construction hav-
ing taken place under the direction of Father Edward S. Murdoch. In
August of 1989, the church became a mission of St. Patrick’s and
Father Leon Creamer oversaw the introduction of a new tabernacle,
sanctuary lamp, baptismal font, and new lighting at the back of the
church.  

At the outset of mass this past weekend, Father Anthony Dass
Papu H.G.N. welcomed the bishop and noted that his arrival, however
much postponed by the events of the COVID-19 pandemic, was a
blessing to the faithful. 

Bishop Riesbeck, in his turn, apologized for his not being able to
visit earlier, but expressed gratitude at having been afforded the op-

portunity to do so now.  
In his reflection on the Sun-

day scriptural readings, Bishop
Reisbeck looked at the juxta-
position of “good” and “great”
in the world today, both in
terms of everyday life and
worldly achievement, but also
within the call to
discipleship. He challenged
those present to attempt to un-
derstand the extent to which
they had become comfortable
living below their full poten-
tial, as well as that part within each of them that yearns to be great. “This
greatness should not be a product of envy or ambition, but rather an
ardent desire to practice our faith full-time; our desire to be of service
moving beyond pious contemplation and being put into practice, he
said.

Moreover, the bishop encouraged them to seek to serve the seem-
ingly inconsequential, not those from whom an award and elevation
might be expected, “our greatness being measured by our humility
rather than our station.”

After mass on Sunday morning,  Bishop Reisbeck gathered with
parish leaders at a special luncheon, to discuss the strengths of the
parish, as well as its challenges. A formative discussion was held, the
bishop hearing many concerns, and offering prospective solutions
where he could. 

Looking toward a need to revitalize the realigned diocese, the bishop
encouraged parishes to work collaboratively in building programs to
engage future leaders in the faith communities. He offered several
suggestions as to where resources could be found, continuing to
offer an open ear and an open hand to the members of the parish
community, encouraging them that, as their bishop, he too was ready

to follow and to serve. 

Shawn McCarthy is the
Miramichi Region correspondent
for The New Freeman. He can be
reached at cletus_1773
@hotmail.com.§

Bishop visits Miramichi River parish

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC
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Montreal archbishop's ombudswoman issues first report on abuse complaints
By FRANOIS GLOUTNAY
Catholic News Service

MONTREAL — Since May 5, 2021, the phone has been ringing at
least once a day at the home of Marie Christine Kirouack, the Mon-
treal lawyer to whom Archbishop Christian Lépine has entrusted the
responsibility of receiving all complaints of abuse and inappropriate
behaviour committed by priests, staff members and volunteers of the
Archdiocese of Montreal.

Since the ombudswoman was named last spring, she has received
hundreds of calls and many emails.

In her very first quarterly report, released September 9, Ms.
Kirouack revealed that among all these calls, 29 denunciations were re-
ceived and analyzed because they were related to sexual, physical, psy-
chological or financial abuse. Since then, she has forwarded 26 formal
complaints to the advisory committee in charge of studying them. This
committee will then issue recommendations to Archbishop Lépine.

Because of the summer vacations, not all complaints have been
processed yet. However, the ombudswoman confirms that 16 have
been upheld, three have been rejected and three have been closed due
to lack of information.

"The number of complaints is not necessarily representative of the
number of calls received from victims," explained Ms. Kirouack. "Some
victims have chosen not to file a complaint or are still considering
whether to do so. On the other hand, some victims, without wanting
to file a complaint, have expressed the wish that their case be in-
cluded in my statistics."

"That's what I did," she added.
Seven complaints have already been recommended for investiga-

tion and are currently underway or about to begin. An outside firm,
Quintet, is responsible for conducting these investigations.

Ms. Kirouack's quarterly report does not mention the names of the
victims or the alleged abusers, but it does indicate that the 29 people
targeted are mostly members of religious communities and diocesan
clergy. Only three are lay employees of congregations.

"The complaints relate to events that took place from the 1950s to
the present," Ms. Kirouack's report said. Fifteen of the 29 reported
abuses took place in the 1950s or 1960s. Six took place in the last
decade, while eight alleged abuses were committed in 2020 and 2021.

"The age of the victims at the time of the abuse ranged from el-
ementary school children to adults over 80," she reported.

While as many as 22 complaints are related to sexual abuse, the
advocate has also received complaints about psychological, financial
or physical abuse.

"In the case of sexual and physical abuse, 31.3% of the victims were
repeatedly abused," she said in her report, underlining the number in red.

"I hope that this report will encourage other victims to file complaints so
that the abuse will stop once and for all," Ms. Kirouack said.

Some 19 complaints did not fall within the ombudswoman's man-
date. Ms. Kirouack's report indicates, for example, that 13 formal
complaints concerned "mostly difficulties between diocesan or par-
ish personnel and members of the clergy." These were then referred
to the Office of Pastoral Personnel.

Six other complaints received were neither clergy-related nor re-
lated to abuse within the archdiocese. They concerned, for example,
the maintenance of cemeteries, COVID-19 and the lack of an apology
from Pope Francis on the residential school issue.

The ombudswoman also said she has received more than a dozen

complaints of physical and
sexual abuse by members of
religious congregations not
connected with the Archdio-
cese of Montreal.

"In these cases, I have re-
luctantly had to decline juris-
diction," while advising vic-
tims to file their complaint
with the authorities of the dio-
ceses or congregations con-
cerned, Ms. Kirouack said.

She said certain conversations
with victims have upset her.

"I often think of those people
age 70 and over who contacted
me to tell me about events they had never told anyone about. In some
cases, they have made a formal complaint. In other cases, they did not."

One person told her that she did not want to file a complaint be-
cause her abuser had been dead for a while. "It won't do anything.
But what I need is to be remembered. That's why I called you," Ms.
Kirouack was told.

She also confirmed that the diocesan committee on abuse of vul-
nerable people has already commissioned seven investigations from
Quintet, a consulting firm that specializes in dispute prevention and
management and in conducting investigations into allegations of har-
assment, misconduct, discrimination or violence in the workplace.

"At the end of each of these investigations, Quintet will report its
findings to the advisory committee, which will then make its recom-
mendations" to Archbishop Lépine.

Finally, Ms. Kirouack confirmed that some pastoral mandates have
been temporarily withdrawn, to take "the time to investigate." But no
sanctions have yet been taken against priests, religious or lay people
who would have committed the abuses that have been denounced
since her appointment as ombudswoman.

Mr. Gloutnay is a staffer for Presence info, Montreal.§

Marie Christine Kirouack

September 26, 2021
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Needs of the Church in Canada
World Day of Migrants and Refugees

First Reading: Numbers 11.25-29
Are you jealous for my sake?

Would that all the Lord’s people were Prophets!

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 19.7,9, 11-12, 13 (R.8a)
R. The precepts of the Lord are right, and give joy to the heart.

Second Reading:  James 5.1-6
Your riches have rotted.

Gospel: Mark 9.38-43, 45, 47-18
Whoever is not against us is for us.

If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off.

Sunday’s Liturgy
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The Cross: the ultimate victory of God’s love
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Tuesday, September
14, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Dio-
cese of Saint John, celebrated mass for the
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross at
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
in Saint John.

He spoke about the significance of this im-
portant feast day, which is also the feast day
of the Companions of the Cross, the order to
which Bishop Riesbeck was ordained a priest
in 1996.

During his homily the bishop spoke of the
importance of the cross, noting that that this in-
strument of torture, on which Jesus died, is the
most well-known symbol of Christianity.

Calling the crucifix with the corpus “the
most important of Catholic emblems,” he told
the faithful, “the crucifix does not just hang
in our churches, schools and institutions or
altars because it’s part of our cultural and his-
toric tradition. It’s a visual reminder of the
sacrifice that Christ made for us, the greatest
symbol of God’s love for us.”

Bishop Riesbeck said that a cross promi-
nently displayed in the sanctuary is most ap-
propriate because, “had there been no cross,
Christ could not have been crucified. Had
there been no crucifixion, there would not
have been a resurrection. Christ nailed to a
cross was necessary so that God could show
the depth of his love for us, and save us from
our sins.”

The Church celebrates the cross as the sign
and instrument of Christ’s victory, which is
why the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross
is significant.

“How is Christ crucified on the cross, the
power and wisdom of God? How is the cross
a sign of triumph?” Bishop Riesbeck asked.
“Looking at the cross or a crucifix with the
eyes of faith, we can understand how the
cross is, in reality, the victory of God’s love
for all eternity. God could have easily chosen
to redeem us by a single word, just as he
created the universe with a single decree. But
God chose a plan of salvation that would most
perfectly demonstrate his love (John 3:16).”

Bishop Riesbeck said the sacrifice of Christ
on the cross is deeply personal and reaches
each person today. “From the cross he looked
at each one of us, and he freely chose to give
up his life so that we can be forgiven for all
our sins, so that we could have eternal life,”
he said.

“On the cross, while enduring incredible

torment, the arms of Jesus were also
stretched out in inconceivable love for us. A
love so great that it extended to every human
being. A love so great that it embraced you
and me. And because Jesus embraced the
cross, sin and death were defeated when Je-
sus rose again on the third day. The apparent
shame and defeat on the cross was really the
ultimate victory of God’s love,” he said.

Following mass Bishop Riesbeck hosted an
information session about The Companions

of the Cross, where he spoke about the legacy
of its founder, Father Robert Bedard, CC, and
the spirituality and charism of the Commu-
nity.

He spoke of the joyful witness of the priests
that first attracted him on a retreat as a young
man, and of the witness of this community
that is faithful to the Magisterium, charismatic
renewal, the Eucharistic, and Marian devo-
tion.  He acknowledged the many movements
that have been influenced by Fr. Bedard, in-
cluding renewal ministries, Catholic Christian
Outreach (CCO) and the National Evangeli-

zation Team (NET).
Bishop Riesbeck concluded by inviting

those interested in learning more about the
Companions of the Cross to participate in an
eleven-week formation series on Fr. Bedard’s
book, The Catholic Disciple. This is a
foundational book that inspires all who desire
to grow in faith and live as a true disciple of
Christ. It has been used for over 25 years in
parish renewal, prayer groups, lay and semi-
narian formation, confirmation, and RCIA.

Participants may gather in person at the Ca-
thedral of the Immaculate Conception begin-
ning on Tuesday, September 28 at 7:30 pm
(please note in accordance with government
regulations participants will be required to
show proof of vaccination, and to wear masks,
sanitize, and physically distance). Those wish-
ing to join via Zoom may contact
nmazerolle@dioceseofsaintjohn.org for login
information.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (left) of the Diocese of Saint John
celebrates mass for the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John, Tuesday, September 14. This is also the feast
day of the Companions of the Cross which the bishop was ordained a priest to in
1996. Father Aaron Knox (right), pastor of Paroisse St.-François-de-Sales in Saint
John also participated in the mass. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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OBITUARIES

PERRY, MARIE YOLANDE — It is with deep sorrow that the family of
Yolande  Perry, age 83, announces that she passed away on September 6,
2021.

Yolande was born in Rosaireville, New Brunswick on August 26th, 1938.
She was the youngest of 10 children for the late Henri and the late Domethilde
Bourque (nee Babineau). She was predeceased by brothers Eloi, Napo-
leon, Thomas and Abel, sisters Regina, Eva, Andrea and Lorraine. She is
survived by 1 sibling, Elie (Geralda) of Gardner, Massachusetts.

Predeceased by her husband, John, she will be lovingly remembered by
her five children: Annette of Prince George, BC; Shawn (Anca) of Tashkent,
Uzbekistan; Patty (Shawn) of Cornwall, PEI; Randy of Toronto, ON,
Derek (Dorota) of Port-au-Prince, Haiti. She was very proud of her 12
grandchildren and three great grandchildren.

Yolande was very involved with the Catholic Women's League (CWL)
for many years, having served as President for both the Saint John Dioc-
esan Council 1994-96 and the New Brunswick Provincial Council 2004-
2006. She became a CWL life member in 2006.

Arrangements were under the casre of Oromocto Funeral Home and
Crematorium, Oromocto.

PARKER, KENNETH B — Kenneth B. Parker of Fredericton, NB passed
peacefully at the Dr. Everett Chalmers Regional Hospital on September 11,
2021. Born in Sudbury Ontario, he was the son of the late Clifford and
Elva (Bonnell) Parker.  Kenneth was the husband of the late Opal (Hubbard)
Parker.

Kenneth was a member of St. Dunstan’s Catholic Church where he
held the position of Church Deacon for many years.

Those with fond memories of Kenneth include his sister Patricia Matte
(Jack) nieces and nephews living in the Maritimes including Linda Sharpe
(Dennis), Kim Sharpe (Dianne), Tanya Foran-Breen (Cliff), Brenda McLean,
bother-in-law Richard Miller, sister-in-law Edna Vickerman, cousins and
partner Lilian Hughes as well as their families and many friends.

In addition to his parents and wife, he is predeceasedby his sister Joan
Price.

Visitation was held at Bishop’s Funeral Home,  Fredericton.  A funeral
mass celebrating Kenneth’s life was at St. Dunstan’s.  Following the mass
interment was at the Miramichi Cemetery, Miramichi.

GREEN, FRANK THOMAS — It is with a life well lived that the family
of Frank Green announce his passing on August 19, 2021. Frank Thomas
Green was born on May 27, 1930, to William and Dora Green.

Dad is predeceased by his wife Maura, son Stephen and his sister Vivian
Dionne.

He is survived by his children; Mark (Denise), Paul, Susan Mersereau
(Michael) and Carolyn Guimond (Leandre), grandchildren; Sarah, Katie,
Michael, Bryan, Laura, Stefan, Andre, Justin, and Sophie, great-grandchil-
dren; Jeffery, Elliot, and Frankie Jane, and sister Rose Marie Foster.

He rested at Castle Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial
was held from Our Lady of Assumption Catholic Church, Saint John.
Interment followed in Holy Cross Cemetery.

LaMORRE COLEEN MARY — It is with great sadness that the family
of Coleen Mary LaMorre announces her passing, surrounded by her lov-
ing family, on Friday, August 20, 2021, at the Saint John Regional Hospital.
Born on April 11, 1965, in Grand Falls, NB, she was the daughter of the
late Colin and Therese “Tita” Mulherin.

Coleen is survived by her loving husband, Dan; her beloved sons, Luke
(Melissa) and Eric (Aleisha); brothers: Paul (Barb Jensen), David (Rolley
Gagnon), Steven (Debbie McLeod); sisters, Laura (Yvon) Albert and Anne
(Randy) Wilson; as well as several nieces, nephews and special friends.
She was predeceased by her parents and her brother, Mike Mulherin.
Coleen is also survived by her beloved dog, Max.

Arrangements were under the care of Kennebecasis Community Fu-
neral Home, Quispamsis. A Mass of Christian Burial was held from St.
Mark’s Catholic Church, Quispamsis.

ROSS, DOROTHY ‘Dot’ THERESA — It is with sorrow that we an-
nounce the passing of Dorothy “Dot” Theresa Ross on August 20th, 2021
in her 96th year. Dot was born on September 28th, 1925, in Saint John, to
her parents Joseph Leroy (Roy) and Edith Dunn. Dorothy was a part of a
very large family of seven brothers and two sisters.

Dorothy is survived by her four children Paul, David (Elaine), Jane, and
Lynne; and her sister Margaret “Peggy” Doucette. She will be missed by
her eleven grandchildren Jennifer, Sarah, Matthew, Benjamin, John, Jessica,
Emma, Ryan, Molly, Gracelyn, and Julia; and her ten great-grandchildren
Luke, Madison, Marlin, Jack, Oliver, Isabelle, Quinn, Josephine, Eleanor
and Audrey. Even though we feel sadness in our hearts, we find comfort
knowing that Dot is united with Jesus, her loving parents, and her siblings.
Dot was predeceased by her husband Leslie Ross.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. The funeral service took place from the Brenan’s Funeral Home
Chapel with interment directly following at St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint
John.

CLEMENTS, RALPH JOSEPH — It is with appreciation for a life well
lived that the family of Ralph Joseph Clements, beloved husband of Bertha
(Monaghan) Clements, announces his peaceful passing, which occurred
on August 23, 2021, at his home surrounded by his loved ones. Born on
July 10, 1927, in Brockton, PEI, he was the son of the late Edmund and
Agnes (Jones) Clements.

Ralph is survived by his wife of 75 years, Bertha; children: Diane (Eric)
Black, Linda (Bob) Moore, Gary Clements, Wayne (Linda) Clements, and
Kim (Mike) Bury; daughter-in-law: Cheryl Clements; sister: Ada (David)
Waddell; brother-in-law: Fred Beaulieu; 12 grandchildren, 22 great-grand-
children; 1 great-great-grandchild; as well as several nieces and nephews.

Besides his parents, Ralph was predeceased by his brothers Daniel and
Edward, and sisters Kay and Mae (Dale).

He rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated on Thursday, from Holy Spirit Parish (St. Mat-
thew’s Worship Site) Grand Bay-Westfield. Interment followed at St. Au-
gustine’s Cemetery, Grand Bay-Westfield. §
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — On June 25, Ken Walker,
a parishioner at St. Michael the Archangel
Parish in Miramichi, began a series of YouTube
videos on, what he termed, Eco-Spirituality;
a need for people to return to a better under-
standing of our connection to the natural
world, and a path to do so. 

This was part of a general series, The Liv-
ing Island, that Mr. Walker has been doing
on behalf of the Friends of Beaubears Island,
since November 2020. That series explores
the National Historic Site at the forks of the
Miramichi River as a unique ecosystem. 

The new series raises questions on how
science and spirituality are linked, echoing
similar sentiments expressed by Pope Francis,
who felt that science and faith could develop
meaningful dialogue, and were not mutually
exclusive approaches. 

Mr. Walker also looks at understanding the
concept of sacred, and tries to broaden the
understanding beyond the confines of a cer-
tain type of building or site, to include a greater
reverence for one another, and the shared
earth. 

Mr. Walker draws inspiration for his re-
flections from a number of areas, not least
his own experiences as a Brooklyn native, who
came to Canada, ran a dairy farm, ministered
in the United Church for 25 years, and has

Miramichi man launches series on Eco-Spirituality
travelled across much of the country in his
life. He also incorporates his understanding
of indigenous teachings, based on his work
in Saskatchewan. Finally, he looks to the
teachings of St. Francis of Assisi 

The son of a wealthy Assisian cloth mer-
chant, at about age 20, Francis was among
those taken prisoner following a battle with
nearby Perugia, and was held captive for
more than a year. While imprisoned, he
thought of the emptiness of the life he had
been leading, and after receiving dreams on
his way to the Fourth Crusade, he began to
seek answers in prayer and solitude. St.
Francis was someone who saw God re-
flected in nature, and had a great love for
animals and the environment.  The Canti-
cle of the Sun, which he composed in 1224,
expressed his personal theology, referring
to animals as brothers and sisters to hu-
mankind, and rejecting material accumula-
tion, and sensual comforts, in favour of pov-
erty.

On Septemer 19, Mr. Walker hosted an af-
ternoon Eco-Spirit Retreat on Beaubears Is-
land, in partnership with the Friends of
Beaubears. He encouraged the guests to en-
counter nature, engage with it, and experi-
ence it — noting that the experience will
change each time, as the person themself
changes. 

He added that the same process can be
undertaken when interacting with the Spirit

through prayer and meditation. He hoped to
have offered an opportunity to explore what
exists behind the science, and within it.

His guests remarked that they enjoyed them-
selves, and found his presentation to be
interesting. While they were pleased that the
subject matter was not too heavily infused
with traditional religious tones and themes,
they professed a greater awareness of their
connection to Creation. 

Friends of Beaubears Island executive di-
rector, Niki Breau Kavanaugh, summed it up
by saying she was “amazed, and how heart-
ening it was to see the participants so en-
gaged and filled with awe.”

For those interested in learning more, Mr.
Walker’s video series can be accessed by
searching YouTube for “eco-spirit BITV.”

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region
correspondent for The New Freeman. He can
be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

SAINT JOHN – Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate Conception [SCIC] warmly welcomed Bishop Christian Riesbeck,CC of the
Diocese of Saint John to their city residences September 13, 2021.  He first visited early in 2020 before the pandemic.  Sister Mary
Beth McCurdy, SCIC congregational leader, offered words of welcome before the bishop presided at a eucharistic liturgy in
Carmel Chapel at Ruth Ross Residence.  He then joined SCIC for a festive meal at St. Vincent Residence next door where he is
pictured with Sisters from Saint John and Rothesay. The Sisters were celebrating the 200th anniversary of the death of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton.  United with other members of the Sisters of Charity Federation, they also honoured the 46th anniversary of
her canonization. As Bishop Riesbeck noted in his homily, she was a courageous wife, mother, widow and foundress of Sisters of
Charity in 19th century America. The bishop said like St. Elizabeth Ann, we are called to surrender our lives to God for our own
joy and to reach out to others, especially those who are suffering and living in poverty.  (Barb McKay photo)

Ken Walker (David Jardine photo)


